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MAINTENANCE & OPERATIONS 
REPLACEMENT LEVY, 2010

Above is one of Griffin’s newer buses.  It was a cash purchase utilizing 
State Depreciation dollars out of the Transportation Vehicle Fund and 
Maintenance & Operations Levy funds collected in 2009.  An additional 
bus was purchased using levy funds collected in 2010.

Levy Basics . . . 
	

	 Griffin School District’s Board of Directors will be submit-
ting a Maintenance & Operations Replacement Levy to voters 
on February 9, 2010.  This proposition will renew the levy ap-
proved by voters in February, 2008.  The Levy would raise 
$2,119,000 at approximately $1.92 per thousand of assessed 
valuation for collection in 2011 and $2,323,000 at approximately 
$2.11 per thousand of assessed valuation for collection in 2012.

	 Levy money is 23% of the Districts Annual Budget and is 
used to maintain and operate current school programs.  Griffin 
School District’s Levy dollars help pay for the following: 

•  47% of levy funds help pay for Educational Programs/
Services & District wide Support:  Maintaining class sizes 
& student management, operating student programs (i.e. as-
sessment, special education--interventions for students with 
learning issues), curriculum materials adoption, and student 
activities. 

•  42% of levy funds help pay for High School Basic 
Education Fee (the “Non-high School Fee”):  Payment to 
Olympia School District (or other local high schools) for high 
school attendance since Griffin is a K-8 district.

•  11% of levy funds help pay for Transportation 
Operations:  Taking advantage of the State depreciation 
schedule to replace old and high mileage school buses and to 
maintain services that support student activities (i.e. field trips, 
sports transportation, etc.)

	 Please direct questions or concerns to Dr. Donald L. Brannam, 
Superintendent or any one of the Griffin School Board Members 
Neil Falkenburg, Chair - 866-7040, Baird Miller, Vice Chair - 866-
2898, David Elliott, Director - 866-4724, Brenna English, Director 
- 866-6544, Patty Gregory, Director - 866-4448.

Actual rates per $1,000 Assessed Value provided by the Educational
Service District 113’s Summary of Property Tax Levies Collectable in 2009.
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Question & Answers
What is a Maintenance & Operations
Replacement Levy?
	 A levy is a local property tax which provides money to help 
the district fund educational programs and day-to-day operations 
and maintenance of its facilities.  The local levy provides Griffin 
School District 23% of the revenue used for educational pro-
grams and support for those programs not funded by the state.  

Is this Levy a new tax?
	 No, this levy is not a new tax, it replaces or renews the exist-
ing maintenance and operations levy, which expires at the end of 
the 2010 calendar year.

What are the election requirements?
	 Maintenance and Operation Levies require a “simple major-
ity” of yes votes to pass.

Are there exemptions for Senior Citizens 
and Disabled Person’s?
	 Yes, the “Senior Citizens and Disabled Persons Property 
Tax Exemption Program” helps eligible individuals on a limited 
income to pay property taxes.  It freezes the value of your resi-
dence, exempts all excess levies, and may exempt a portion of 
regular levies.

How many days can the district’s
general fund operate if the levy fails?
	 The district may continue operating if the levy fails, however 
the 23% normally used from levy dollars will impact the districts 
ability to provide programs and services at the current level of 
service.

What is a Technology & Capital Projects 
Levy?
	 A Technology & Capital Projects Special levy is a local prop-
erty tax which provides money to help the district fund annual 

bond and levy costs associated with the modernization and 
improvements of Capital High School facilities and technology 
program.  In addition, this levy also helps to fund technology for 
improved student learning for Griffin students.

About Griffin’s Levy
Levy History Facts . . . 
 

Amount Collected:

2004-2005:	 $1,209,359.99	 2007-2008:	 $1,438,936.28 
2005-2006:	 $1,242,534.51	 2008-2009:	 $1,564,270.64 
2006-2007:	 $1,341,337.63 
 

NOTE:  Levy amounts are collected each year in the spring and the 
fall.  The full amount of the levy may not be collected for a minimum 
of five calendar years.

Levy Authority
	 Here are four examples of School District Levy Author-
ity Tax Collections (please note, the district’s tax collection 
amount never changes, only the assessed valuation and 
individual home owners tax rate change):
1.	 Changes in home values don’t change the amount of 

school taxes authorized or collected.
2.	 If the assessed value of your home doubles, the tax 

Griffin School District collects does not double too, it 
remains the same.  The district only collects taxes in 
the amount that was authorized and approved by vot-
ers as part of the levy.

3.	 If individual household assessments change, the 
District still raises the same levy amount that voters 
approved to meet budget.

4.	 If some one moves into the school district and builds 
a new house, the initial effect is decreased taxes.


